NS>
Volume 11, Number 1 C E N T E R spring, 2004
P | E C E

Dr. James A. Banks to Speak on Multicultural
Education at Hazel Creekmore Symposium

Dr. Janes A Banks, Russel | F. Stark Lhiversity Professor i nQirricul um
andInstruction, andDrector, Genter for Mil ticul tural Educati on, Lhi ver-
sityof Véshington, Seattlew | | speak about Teachi ngf or Mil ticul tural
Literacy, G obal Gtizenshi p, andSoci al Justi ceat t he Hazel G eeknor e Synpo-
si umon Ved. , Septentber 29 at 4:30p. m at Rcelhiversity. Dr. Banksisa
leader i nmul ticul tural studi esandhaswittenextensivel yonnul ticultural
andsoci al studi eseducation. Heiseditor of t he Handbook of Researchon
Ml ti cul tural Educati on(Jossey-Bass) and Ml ti cul tural Educati on, Transfor-
nat i ve Know edge, and Acti on(Teachers @l | egePress). Heal soservedas
past presi dent of t he Aneri canEducati onal Resear ch Associ at i on. (See page
2forareviewof Dversitywthinlhity: Essentia Principlesfor Teaching and Learni ng
inaMilticutural Society by Janes Banks, Peter Gokson, Geneva Gay, WI | i s Haw ey, Jacquel i ne Jor dan
Irvine, SoniaN eto, andVdl ter S ephan.)

Classroom Storytelling Project Brings ‘Outstanding’
Benefits to William Smith Head Start and Fort Bend ISD

by Bemie Mathes, School Literacy & Culture Project Director

“TheQ assroomorytel | i ngProj ect has beena trenendous hel pt oour Head S art teachers. Wenl
gointotheclassroons, | canactual | yseethechildrenreading.” Thi si s howHel enWi ght ,
Executi veDrector of theWllianSithS . Tri-Gunty Chi | dDevel opnent Head S art, begana
conversati onabout theearl yliteracycol | aborati onsw thher agency, t he Fort Bend| ndependent
School D strict, t he Lhi versityof Texas- Hust on’ sGenter f or | nprovi ngt he
Readi ness of Chil drenfor Learni ngandEducation(C1.RCL E) andthe
R celhi versityQnter for Educati on' sSchool LiteracyandQilturePrgj ect.
Througha grant f romt he Texas Educat i on Agency, twent y-ni net eacher s of
threeandf our year-ol dsfromnt he Head S art agency andt he schoal di stri ct
haveparti ci pat edi nworkshopsonear| yliteracypracti cesas present edby
CI.RCL. E andt heQ assroom
- SorytdlingPrged, wi dincludesin-
What’s Inside cl assnent ori ng, nont hl y seminars, anda

+DversityWthinity: Bsatid Rindpes  p2 weekl ong Sunmer | nsti t ut e on Readi ng,
for Teachi ngandLear ni ng Witingand Qil tural Gnnecti ons.
*School i ence&Technol ogyExpandsto p 3 . .
Q@ ear G eek, Posaders, and D cki nsonl D's The cal | aborati onhas beenqui te g:gz’;ar;‘t”é”jo%ge”seg,‘;nfg’fary
+ UroveringtheS ori esBehi nott heropout  p 4 successful. AsDr. MaryJackson, Drector i, Fort Bend ISD, takes a story
Ries X . ; ,
o e e T 0S5 of Speei &l Arojedsfa Fort Bendl D said,  from one of her students.
«Shod literayg@ Qi trerqetPrtic-  p7 Waresopl easedt_oseeanal i gned _ _
pat esi nDual Languageand ESL P ogram appr oacht o devel opi ngt hel anguage/ | i teracyskill s of our young
at Her odH enent ary School | earnersfromHead S art upthroughour earl ygradesint he
*AGitud QlaoraionQitud @nversa p7 digrid. TheR e QassroanSorytell ingR g ect fi ts beauti full y
B intoour district’sk-3literacypl an. Theprof essi onal devel opnent

+ PHLaD: Nootechnd ogy Gonestodth—— p8 for our preki nder gart ent eacher s has been out st andi ng, andt he

Gade ,
-HenentaryandNidd eShool Suderts  p. 10 benef i tstoour studentsha\_/ebeengreat!_” Recent |y, theo'g her

Shi neat Schodl Wi ti ngRr o ect Readi ngs partnersinthecol | aboration, Hel enWi ght; G endaHarri sonfrom
* Lydi aShathNanedTeacher of theYearat  p. 10 CI.RCLE; MrietteBellany, GuriculunDrector at WIliam
%i@m'y‘%‘@e’;@s’m& > SithTri-Gunty; andnysel f, j oi nedt oget her t orevi ewt he wor k
i e A SRS P vie have done si nce January, 2003, i nFort BendQunty. Excerpts
« Upconing Event s p.16 fromt hat conversationfol | ow

coti nued on page 6
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Diversity Within Unity: Essential Principles for
Teaching and Learning

by Connie Floyd, Cultural Conversations Director

Dr. Janes Banks and a panel of i nterdisciplinaryschol arsworkedf or over
it s Lt four yearst odevel opaset of principl esbasedonresearchandpractice
1. .':‘. ' .;-'--n- I about educati onanddi versitythat canhel pteachers, school admni strators,
F L T and ot her educat i onal practiti onersi ncrease st udent acaden c achi evenent ,
prRERET i i nproveintergroupskills, and under standt he chal | enge and oppor t uni ty
- student di versityinschool s provi des.

Janes Banks definesmul ticul tural educati onas ani dea, as an educat i onal

ref or mnovenent, and as a process. As ani dea, Bankswitest hat

nul ticul tural educati onseekst ocreateequal educational opportunitiesfor
al | student sby changi ngt hetotal school envi ronnent sothat it wll reflect
t he di ver se cul t ures and gr oups t hat nake up our nati on’ s cl assr oons.

As an educat i onal ref or mnovenent, Banks descri bes mul ticul tural
educationasrefornsthat trytoensureequal | earni ngopportunitiesfor
students. Teachi ngstrategi esthat enpower al | studentsandgi vethemavoi ceareprine
exanpl es. Lhderstandi ngnul ti pl e perspectivesw || al | owstudentstoseethat historians,
resear chers, andtextbookwitershavewittenfromthei r own perspecti ves.

As aprocess, Bankswitesthat nul ticul tural educationi sacontinui ngprocesswithitsgoal s
bei ngi deal st hat t eacher s and adnini strat or sshoul dconstant| ystrivet oachi eve.

The panel concl udesintheir report, DversityWthinlhity, that powerful nulticul tural school s
hel pstudent sfrondi verseraci al, cultural , ethnic, andl anguage groupst o experi ence
acadeni ¢ success. They enphasi ze t hat st udent s nust be conpetent i nintergroupandci vic
skillstofunctioneffectivelyintoday’ sconpl exandethnical | ypol ari zednati onandworl d. As
idealisticastheprinciplesmnmayseem theywerewittenw ththeknow edget hat i nt ergroup
conflictsexi st but that neetingt hechal | engeof diversityi sworththeeffort for everyone.

Theseprinci pl eswerecertai nl ywittenfor urbanschool sstrugglingt oneet t heneedsof their
di ver sepopul ati ons. But i ncreasi ngl y subur banschool s al soneedt o
val ueandl earnfronthei r grow ngdi versity. | believetheseprinciples ..,.05 Banks defines

shoul dbe used as a framewor kfor effecti vernul ticul tural educati on multicultural education as an
based on resear chand best practi ce. The Mil ticul tural Education idea, as an educational

nsensus Panel or gani zedt hei r 12 essenti al princi pl esintofive reform movement. and as a
categpries: (1) Teacher | earning, (2) Su_dent_learni ng, (_3) | nt ergroup process. As an idéa, Banks
rel ations, (4) School gover nance, organi zati onandequity, and (5) writes that multicultural
Assessnent. education seeks to create
Teacher Learning equal educational

S . opportunities for all students
Frinciplel: Rrofessional devel opnent prograns shoul dhel pteachers  py changing the total school

under st andt he conpl ex characteri sticsof ethnicgroupswthinU S environment so that it will
soci ety andt heways i nwhi chrace, ethnicity, | anguage, andsoci al class reflect the diverse cultures

i nteract toinfl uencest udent behavi or. and groups that make up our
Student Learming nation’s classrooms.

Princi pl e2: School s shoul densurethat al | st udent s haveequitabl eopportunitiestol earnandto
neet hi gh st andar ds.

Princi pl e3: The curri cul umshoul dhel p st udent s under st andt hat know edgei s soci al | y
construct edandref | ect sresearchers’ personal experi encesaswel | asthesocia, politica, and
econoni ¢ cont ext si nwhi chtheyliveand work.

cotinued onpege 11
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School Science & Technology Expands to Clear Creek,
Pasadena, Hitchcock, and Dickinson ISD’s

by Wallace Dominey, School Science & Technology Project Director

School <ci ence & Technol ogy has expandedt o i ncl ude d ear O eek, Pasadena, H t chcock, and
Dckinsonl D s. PAroject Orector Vil | ace Donineyi s t eachi nga courset o grades 4- 8 sci ence
teachersfronthesedistrictsentitl edthe”Integrati onof Technol ogyi ntolLi fe Sci ences
Instruction.” The cour se beganw t h a one-week sunmer i nstitutein August 2003 and

conti nuesw t haft er-school neetingsthroughout t he 2003- 04 school acadenicyear. Topics

i ncl udet he use of USBnicroscopes, digital caneras, and vari ousteachi ngand productivity
softwareas rel at edt o sci encei nstruction. Teachers ar e encour agedt o use t echnol ogy
applicationsintheir classroonsastheseapplicationsarel earned. Teacher proj ectsi ncl ude
ever yt hi ngfromcreat i ng Jeopar dy! ®quest i ons i n Power poi nt ®t o creat i ng onl i ne assessnent s
usi ngt he School <ci ence & Technol ogy’ s assessnent websi t e (htt p: // school sdev. ri ce. edu/

assessnent/) .

Teacher partici pant Chri sti ne Hawt hor ne (Dunbar M ddl e School , O cki nson | SD) surmar i zed
theinpact of the courseonher thisway: “I thinkthenai nthingthiscoursehasdonefor neis
togi veneconfidencei ntheuseof nanydifferent typesof technol ogyandapplications. | hada
wor ki ng know edge of conput er s, havi ng t aken nuner ous cr ash cour ses of f er ed by vari ous
districts; honever, it wasal waysthesanestory. | sat for anhour or
two, | earnedt he process/ applicati onandthenwent hone. | was

l'i vingproof that ‘ what youdon't use, youl ose.” Wththiscourse, it
has beendifferent. Not onl ywerewe chal | engedt ol ear ntechnol ogy
appl i cati ons but we wer e al sochal | engedt o use t hemi n our

cl assroom M student s del i ghtedi nbei ngny gui neapigsas| tried
out al | ny newf ound know edge on t hem They al so seened t o enj oy
thinkingof neintherol eof student andwerew | lingtohel pre
wor k out t he ki nks. Thi s cour se has beenaw n/w nsituationfor ne
and ny students.”

Several of thecourseparti ci pant s present ed“ Taki ngt he Power Poi nt
A unge: I ntegratingTechnol ogyintolLifeSciencelnstruction”at the
2003 Texas @nf erence f or t he Advancenent of Sci ence Teachi ng on
Novenber 1, 2003. Presentersi ncl uded Patty Manco (A B. Freenan
Henentary, Pl SD, Chuck Meredith (Wber H enentary, G D),
Fran Rogstad (S ewart H enentary, H tchcock | SD), Tarmy Q dani
(Ed Wi te H ementary, Gd SD), Chri sti ne Hawt hor ne ( Dunbar

S Christine Hawthorne (left) and Carol
Mddl e School , O cki nson| S, and Garol S ngl etary (Cunbar Mddl e gingietary (right), teag,,eﬁs at Dunbar

School , O cki nsonl ). Middle School, Dickinson ISD, pose

with ‘Charles Darwin’ at the
Conference for the Advancement of
Science Teaching in November, 2003.

Part of theexpansi oni ntothesenewdi strictsincl udesafocuson
Sewart Henmentary, GJSD Wthsupport fromGasey O Pry,
Sewart’ sprincipal, and G yni s Sawer, GJ SDExecuti ve D rect or
for Technol ogy, five S ewart teachers (Ml |y Nornman, Danae Reagan,
S acey M| am Joyce Scott, and Sue MQ one) were abl et o parti ci patei nt hetechnol ogy
integrationcourse. Inaddition, theSewart sci encel abwasinventoriedby Dom ney and pl ans
are underway toput thisinventoryonlinefor qui ckiteml ocati onand checkout .

Thefinal conponent of t he expansi oni ncl udes an assessnent of t he ki nder gart en sci ence
curri cul umon CDRomcr eat ed by t he R ce Sci ence & Technol ogy/ Al di ne | SDSci ence

Gl | aborative. The pri mary aut hors of t he curri cul unmer e Mart ha Bor r ownan and C J.
Thonpson, Al di ne Sci ence Speci al i st's, who wer e super vi sed by Li ndaScott, A dinel SD

H enentary and | nt er nedi at e Sci ence Programbi rector. Forty ki ndergartenteachers from
Pasadenaand G ear O eek | SDare partici pati ngi nastudy of theeffectivenessof this

curricul um nternsof i ncreasi ngst udent sci enceachi evenent.  Parti ci pati ngt eacher srecei ve
pr of essi onal devel opnent and sci encenaterial stofacilitateusi nganinquiryapproachin

ki nder gart ensci encei nstructi on.
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Uncovering the Stories Behind the Dropout Rates

by Judy Radigan, Center for Education Researcher

Asthefal |l school senester of 2003drewtoacl ose, | sat qui etlyinthebackof theFurr H gh School
I'i brarynaki ngnot es ona st udent hi gh school dropout presentation, part of alegislativeproject that
i ncl uded Engl i sh and gover nment st udents. The princi pal, Dr. S nmons, turnedt o one of t he Seni or
BEngl i shteacherswi t ha suggesti on, “Why don”twe geta group of thesekids togetherand real ly dig into
dropouts?” Then Ix. S nmons i ncl uded ne as she
asked, “Wouldyou helpme put that together

N 1[ du Hll{ Hﬁ! e j presentation)?Whete they(t hest udent s) real lyspesk.
fl H} I Would you and some Rice students help me wirth that?”

it 4 Bel i evi ngt hi swas a val uabl e proj ect, wonderi ng

i wherel woul dfindthestudents, | replied, “Yes This

& issarethingwe needtodo.”
Thi s study of dropouts cones at ati newhen
Houst on | ndependent School D strict i s under

national scrutinyfor underreportingits dropout
stdidics. Thi sproject d sorefled st hei ncreasi g
determnationw thinFurr H gh School t o graduat e
itsstudents. Wthamnoritypopul ation, 75%.ati no
and 23%Af ri can Aneri can, thi s school popul ationi s
90% owsoci 0- econonic st at us (SES). The pri nci pal
andt heteacherswant tohel pthesestudents, whoareal | toofaniliar wththedropout phenonenon

amongtheir friendsandfanilies, tol earntogeneratereliabl einfornati onandtorepresentitina
publ i cforum

Judy Radigan interviews students at Lee High School for
her research project.

The opportunitytopursuethi s study of dropoutsat Furr has al so opened up an extraor di nary and
unexpect ed opportuni tyfor researchersat the Genter f or Educati on. S udyi ngt he dropout i ssuew th
t he t eacher s and st udent s who st ruggl ew t hschool | eavi ngas part of thei r dai | ywork has of f eredan
i nsi de experienceintoa conpl ex probl em Furr has
beconeafertilelaboratoryfor fledglingR ce

under gr aduat e r esear cher s as t hey can wor k under t he
gui dance of Furr BEngli shteacher, Ms. Angel a Bor zon,
andresear chersfromR ce Lhi versity.

As the spri ngsenest er began, four st udent resear chers,
Est her Shaw Habi b | rshad, B suko Senoo, and Ei n

Ml ntee, joi nedneinfacilitatingacritica literacy

proj ect ondropoutsi ntwoj uni or Bngli shcl assesat Furr
w ththestudentsandthei r teacher. Habi bl rshad

gar ner ed an Envi si on G ant fromlLeadershipR ceto
facilitatetheconpl eti onof theproject. TheR cestudents
and t he Furr st udent s and t eacher woul d | ear n about

et hnographi cresearchontheir feet by doi ng. However, a
researchpro ect i nthefiel di snot wthout i tsobstacl es.

Rice University education students, Esther Shaw
(left), Habib Irshad, Etsuko Senoo, and Erin
McEntee (not shown), were awarded an Envision
Grant by Rice University to engage students at
Acadenic, soci al , andunschedul edactivitiesforcedusto  Furr High School in a study to develop a profile of
navi gatethroughfitful startsandstops. & beganw th the typical dropout student to present in a public

snal | groupdi scussi onsof current articlesfromt he forum at the end of the semester. Envision
dropout researchliterature. SudentsfromH ceand Furr Grants are awarded to student projects whose
eval uatedt hearticl esfor sinil aritiestothei r school goal is to effect a positive change in the commu-

situati onanddi fferences. As di scussi onsprogressed, the  nity.

Furr studentsweresurprisedtol earnthat 85%of t he

studentsintheir school were consi deredat -riskof droppi ngout. Sudentsslowytol dtheir ownstories
of brothersandsi sters, not hersandfat herswhohad| eft school w t hout graduati ng. Present ati ons of
students’ initial understandi ngof theresearchliteratureandtheir ownexperi enceswereinterrupted
W thpreparationfor thestatebnglishtest (TAKS).

cot iniedon page 12
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Judy Radigan, Advocate for Children

by Laurie Hammons, Project Coordinator

Dr. Judy Radi ganbringstothe Genter for
Educat i onresear cht eamext r aor di nary
observationandanal ytical skillsanda
seeningl ytirel essdeterninati ontobean
advocat ef or chi | dreni nbot hher schol arly
and communi ty acti vities. Her speci al
expertiseintheeducati onof i nmgrant

chil drenas vel | as chil dren, schoal s, and
communi tiesonthe nargi nshas greatly
expandedt he capaci ty of the Genter t o focus
i tsresearchont heeducational experiences of
our poorest youth. ThroughDr. Radigan’s
publ i cat i ons and her hands-onpartici pationi n
ref or m ng school s, we | ear n nuch nor e about
thebarri erst othesechi | dren’ sl earni ngas

vel | as comngtoanuchgreater

under st andi ng of t he enor nous

possi hil i ti est hat resi dei neverychil d.

| first net Judy Radi ganwhi | e wor ki ng

W thour researchteam Her intensitywas
what struck neright anay, al ongw th
her hi gh ener gy and ent husi asm And
thisintensityisnost oftenfocusedon
students. Shedoes not j ust ask, “\Wat
aretheyl earning?’ or “Howaret hey

hel pedby thislatest reforn? Shewants
t o under st andt he under | yi ngquesti on,
“What sense do ki ds nake of school ?”
She car es about t herel evance of school i ng
totheirlives. Shepul I sfor thentonake
it —inschool, aswell asintheadul t world
theyw || soonface. Thel ossof sonany
dropout s each year i s songt hi ng she t akes
personal ly. As aresearcher she does
nore thannerel y bui | da careful record
of data; he dayisful of activtiesthat
touchthelivesof children. (Seesidebar.)

Judy Radi ganbringstothe Genter

resear chteama Ph. D i n Educat i onal
Psychol ogy i naddi tionto her | ong

experi encei n school s—as a parent of four
and as a t eacher of BEnglish, ES, and

Theat er i nt he publ i ¢ school s of Houst on
and Al vi nover atwenty-year period. I n
addi tion, sheservedastheprinci pa of a
privateschool . Wenour researchteam
was chargedtostudytheeffectsof alarge
school reforngrant oni tsreci pi ent schod s,
Judy’ sexperi encescal | edher tol ook not onl y
at thehbi gpi ctureof school change, but al so

for evi dencethat t he ref or mwas i npr ovi ng
theeducati onthat thei r st udent s obt ai ned.

To make cl ear t he ways we under st and how
refornsaffect particul ar ki ds, shehaswitten
about “Irineo,” a st udent who spent three
yearscl assifi edas a freshnan. Hewas | abel ed
atroubl enaker, withlittl eexpectation(either
fromhi s teachersor hi nsel f) t hat hewoul d
graduate. But throughinvol venent i nthe
school ’ sfineartsnmagnet program createdas
an experinent by afacul ty deterninedt o
reachki dswhoseabi | i ti esexceed

per f or nance, he gai ned | eader shi p experi ence

Advocate in Motion

In addition to her research, Judy Radigan is involved with
a dizzying number of projects. She teaches education
classes at Rice. She says her Foundations of Education
course is designed to encourage pre-service teachers to
look past their preconceived attitudes about education to
really see the possibilities of urban kids.

Because she is convinced that all teachers need a deep
familiarity with diverse cultures, she offers Cultural
Studies courses online through the University of Houston.
She maintains a near-constant availability via email with
her students, themselves classroom teachers.

Judy has also taught an ESL strategies course to Latino
immigrants, in this case professionals in their former
countries who are participating in a certification program
to become bilingual teachers for HISD.

Her keen interest in the education of immigrants led Judy
Radigan to observe and evaluate Even Start Programs
that are opening up opportunities for young children and
their parents in three HISD schools. She reported,
“Parents participate in daily ESL and GED classes, learn
activities to enhance the reading and math abilities of
their children, and learn the dynamics of parenting in a
new country with a changing value system.”

Dr. Radigan is also a child advocate for the court system.
She manages a research study of volunteers who find
secure homes for abused and neglected children. She
herself also acts as a volunteer advocate for two young
boys who have been removed from their home.

and not i vat i ont o over cone | owexpect at i ons.
H s seni or year I ri neotookaful | | oad of

cour ses, aswel | as cl assesbef oreandaft er
school , inorder tograduate. Hsisnot nerely

cot invedon page 13
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aotinedfrarpegel, Cassrao8aytdlingRget Bings' Qistand ng BrefitstoW liarSithHed Sart ad

Fort Berd 1 D

MB. BELLAWY: The col | aborationval i dat ed
our teachers. The R cenentors conei nand our
teachersthink, “1 reall yangoi ngi ntheri ght
direction. | amdoi ngsonet hi ngposi tivef or
theseki ds.” Andthey’ reseei ngt he out cones
wththechildren. Theyreal | yarenaki nga
dffererce they’remot jug spnn rgtheir
vwheel s. WthC1.RCL Easpart o theproject,
G endahas gonei nanddoneal ot of validation

aswel | andfol | onedup.
Aterthenentoristhere the
t eacher nakes a change. And
t hen G enda cones i n and
does an obser vat i onand says
“Véw, | ook what you' re

doi ng.”

MB. VR GHT: Wen t he
nent orsgoout, they
denonstrat efirst, show ng
howt hi si stobedone. The
teaxtersad wall yseeit. Then
t he nent or observest hem
dongit. |thrkthshas
real | yhel pedt hemaswel | .
And when you have t he

nont hl y semh nar neet i ngs,
ah theyl orethese. It isna a
si tuati onvher et hey f eel

i nti midat ed not at all . Trey
feel enpovered; theyfeel that
theyhavea partner.

M5. HARRI SON Not

MB. MATHES | thinktherei s an at nosphere
viner eyour t eacher s seet hensel vesas | ear ners.
TheCI.RCLE structureandthenateria s
havebeenveryval uabl et ot het eachers. They
provi dedmany of t hei deast hat t het eachers
thencoul duseandbringintothei r onnwork. 1t
has beenawonder f ul synergy of | ot s of voi ces
and condi ti ons coningt oget her, | think, tonake
th rgsso sucess ul.

estled in a back

hallway at E. A. Jones
Elementary School in Fort
Bend ISD is the Head Start
classroom taught by
Marsha Johnson and
Connie Ramos. Every
school day 20 children
(mostly four-years-old, but
with a few three and five
year-olds) gather to learn,
sing, play and share
together. This is also a
classroom where children
tell stories to their teacher,
and act out these stories,
every day. Ms. Johnson and Ms.Ramos have created a literacy-rich
classroom: a sign-in sheet is on the door, children’s names are
functionally displayed around the room, a name graph documents which
child likes which kind of cookie, a chart lists what the children already
know about types of foods, and the pretend center is a restaurant with
menus, ordering pads, and money. Throughout the room children are
writing — writing individual letters and pseudo-letters, copying words,
writing extended scribbles as a note to a friend. And they tell their stories

A Head Start student at E.A. Jones Elementary
School in Fort Bend ISD and her writing.

ever ybody has t he sane

successest hat happenedhere.
Apatdit,abgpatdit,isthenertas Barg
amat a reqi restvod fferert skill s It's
sonebody who i s ext renel y know edgeabl ei n
thecontent area, but it sal sosonebodywhoi s
know edgeabl e about wor ki ngw than adul t.
Ther €' s a way you can cone i n and nake a
teacher feel |i keshewant st ochange, andthere’ s
away youcanconei nand set ateacher’ sback
up agai nst you. Andthe R cenent or s havej ust
doneabeautiful jobintheclassroom | al so
needtogiveTri-Guntycredit. Youcreatedan
at nospher €; you gave cl ear expect at i ons of
what your agency want ed and what was
expect edof teachers. Youhave provi dedt he
neans f or t hemt o st art naki ngt hese changes
you' reaski ng, t hroughworki ngwi t h
Cl.RCL. E andsendi ngt hemt hr oughour

trai ni ng, throughworki ngw t hR ceand gi vi ng
t hent hat ongoi ngsupport. Youare providing
t hat support sot hey can over cone what ever
chd lergest teyfed ttey ref aing

to their teachers. .
corti nued onpege 11

MB. BELLAWY: V¢ have had strong

part nershi psthroughout this, wthCI.RCLE
wthRceandwthHadSart, andparticul arly
wththeschool district. TheHeadS art teachers
ar e pai redw t hpreki nder gart ent eacher sand
that hasgi venour Head S art teacher sgreat er
credibility. I nnost schoo st herenaybej ust
oneor twopre-Kteachers, andthere’ soneHad
Sart teacher. But whenwe pai r t hent oget her,
theyarenowateam andtheyact asateam n
thet schod .

M5 HARR SN | al sothink anot her real |y

i nortart part of thisprged inhereisR e, the
SoytelligRoject. | gt toseeored the

chil drendad ngher sta ydictation, andthelittl e
girl went onand on; t hel anguage was

i ncredi bl e. Theteacher tookthetinet oshow
neored thechil d sfird staiesthat wesj st a

cot invedon page 15
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School Literacy & Culture Project Participates in Dual
Language and ESL Program at Herod Elementary

by Judy Rolke, School Literacy & Culture Project Literacy Codirector

V¢ reallies, HrodH enentaryi nH Sandt he School Literacyand Qil tureRroj ect. Ve bot hwant t o
seechildengrO\Motheirpotemial Alhi tedS at es Depart nent of Educat i ongrant has f undedour

cal | aborati ononf our proj ectst osupport t hegrowt hof Herod' sdual | anguagepr ogr amand Engl i shas a
Second Language st udent s.

I nt he past t woyear s Her odandt he Schoal Li t eracyand
Qult ure R oject havepl aned fanil yl i teracy ni dits enriched
wi tinginstructiont hrought he School Wi ti ngRr o ect
serna s nert oredt eacters i ntheSoryt @ li ngProject, and
plaedtheTd| MRQgect.

Faml yl it e agy ni git shd pf orgehaw/sdod conred i ans.
@l | aborati vepl anni ngensur edt hat t hesepr ogr ans coul d
functi onsnwoot hl y and havew de appeal t oattract nany
faml ies. Presentati as onpcetry, bak naki rg, redi et esti rg,
andconput er storywi ti ngwer eanongt heacti vi ti est hat

st Went sandt kei r par ents enjoyed. A student in a bilingual pre-K classroom at
Herod Elementary School shows Judy Rolke,
Shal Witing Projea f il tators wokedwit hteacher sof School Literacy & Culture Project Literacy

ol de ctil drena Hrod. Throudwitirgadi viti escorpl eted Codirector, the story she is writing.

by thet eadhers andthr aughdi sussi i, d assr @nprad i @s

ver est udi edw t ht heai ntoenl i venandenri chstudents’ wri ti ng. S ncethet eacher sw ot eduri ngt he
semnar s, t hey coul denpat hi zew t hand nor ef ul | y under st andt he st udent s devel opnent aswriters.

Duri gtheSorytel li g A g ect cd | da ati nt exctersleanalt oused d & i cnanddr arati zat ionof
chldeisstaies, aogahe literacyactivities aspart of their curicdum Asthechl dentdl adact
ad their staries, their understand ngdf langiegegrealyincoresses. | nthefd | of | est year for exanpl e, a

cot inuedon page 15

A Cultural Collaboration: Cultural Conversations and
] Teach For America

by Connie Floyd, Cultural Conversations Director

Thi s year, second-year Houst on Teach For Aneri ca ( TFA
t eacher s or cor p- nenber s wer e of f ered an opportunityto
participatei na Qi tura Gnversationsseninar group desi gned
specifical lyfor themasapart of their
on-goi ng prof essi onal devel opnent. TO 5, concerned about the

our del i ght nor et han 20t eacher s glamorization of gang, thug
attendeda seri esof sixsemnarsinthe  Jite at my school. | see the toll
fal | andt hi s spring. it is taking on my students.
TFAt eacher s ar e wor ki ngi n sone of And on the school itself.”
t he Houst on ar eas nost di ver se schooal s.

A Teach for America teacher and Cathy They ar e t eachi ng st udent s whose backgr ounds and cul t ur es may

Morris, one of two Cultural Conversations  beverydifferent fromthei r own. Theseyoungteachersare

facilitators, participate in a discussion at ent husi asti c about t eachi ngbut even nor e exci t ed about | ear ni ng
one of six Cultural Conversations seminars toheeffedi\et eaclers.
held this past fall and spring for Teach for

America teachers. I nour semnars, teachersrefl ectedabout thei r ownpracti ceas
we r ead The Dreamkeepersby G ori alLadson-Bi | | i ngs and st udi ed

cot inuedon page 14
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pH Lab: Nanotechnolo

“Qur ki ds conefromal | over theworl d-- Afghani stan, M et nam Mexi co, Boshi a, t he Sudan- - from47
countries. Thisistheir chancefor aneducati on. Havi ngNoni e Har confreandt he pHLabher ei s naki ngal |
thedifference If 9thgradesc exeisn't tawgt v |, ou kids aren’t ald etogoonto succesdi ntheupper
grades. Theywon't graduate. A Leewearedetermnednot t ol oseki ds. The pHLabhel psus neet t hat
conmnt nent andat t hesaneti net rai nst eacher st ogobacki nt oot her school sw t hneedsl i keours. Agreat
program”

Seve Astutz, Principal, Lee H gh School

“M ki dsar eald eto be sucaessfu inth sclass!
It isolviowstha quali tyteach rgardlea i iy
aeqoingon. Thepa enti d inpact of thi s
proyanfa studets acrossthed strict is
neani ngf ul andexci ting.”

Mry S evens, Assi stant Principal ,
Lee H gh School

High school students confer during the CBEN summer
academy.

“Mfavor t easpect sof t e year have beent he books
tha | haveactud ly hadti netoread, nyparti d -
ti oni nproduct i ved scussi onson educat i on, andny
inteadi aswthdl theexperts wohaevi stel ”

Tal ira Qi nes pHLabr esident t eader,
Vést bury H gh School

Retired engineer and college student advise pH Lab
students on their science project.

“M experi encew ththeR ce pHLab provi ded
noti vationt onakea veryi nportant paradi gm
shi ft onhowl ar cach science edication. . .
howt oi npl enent acti vi ti est hat encour age
stuetstothinkadbringout their ideas. . .
howt odewel @ | essast hd generat er é evance
andt ransf er i nf or nat i ondesi gnedt o pr onot e

st udent engagenent . ”

Paul Guevarra, pHLabresi dent t eacher,
Shar pst own H gh School

Congratulations to pH Lab students for their awards at the HISD
district science fair.
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gy Comes to 9th Grade

I nthecitywherethe di scovery of nanot echnol ogy br ought Nobel Prizestotwol ocal
scientists, onei nsi x A ri canAmeri canhi ghschool st udent s eaves school bef oreever
reachi ng10t hgrade. For Lati nos, t he nunioer i sslightlyl arger andby seni or year, hal f t he
original studentsintheclassw || benissingfrommany of our hi ghschool s. VWat barriers
coul d be causi ng so many st udent st o dropout by age 15?
The answer s ar e nany, frompoverty and fanm |y econoni c
needs, t o second| anguagedi ffi cul ti es, tofindi ngschool
irrelevant. Qhebarrier mssi ngfront hestatistics, but al |l too
real for urbanki dsi s 9t hgradesci ence, | nt egrat edFhysi csand
Chemistry (IPQ. Fewtopchemstryor physi csteacherswant
toteachit; fewbiol ogyteachersknowitscontent well; few
school s have | abs equi ppedfor thi s course; andthel PC
curri cul umi nvol ves sol vi ng f or one unknown —a

conponent of al gebra, whi chnost 9t hgradersarej ust

begi nni ngt o st udy.

Al thisexistsinthecityknownaroundtheworl dfor the
product i on of sci ence know edge —f r omconput er s t 0 space,
f romnedi ci net o nanot echnol ogy. Q early, sonethingi s

W ong.

We appreciate the whole-hearted support
of Steve Amstutz, Principal of Lee High
School, here with Dr. Harcombe.

Dr. H nora Har conbei s convi ncedt he 9t h gr ade sci ence cour se can becone a | aunch pad, not a
barrier. Shebel i evesthekeyistheteacher. For 13years, asdirector of theGnter’ sMbdel

i ence Lab at Lani er Mddl e School , Dr. Har conbe has seen t eacher s t ransf or ned t hr ough an
i nt ensi ver esi dency year, | ear ni ngnewsci ence and t echnol ogy, andt he practi ce of

const ruct i vi st teachi ngf or st udent under standi ng. Theresul t of teachers’ | earni ngi s urban

ki dswho| ove sci enceand see sci encei nthei r fut ures.

The success of t he Lani er Mbdel Lab caught theattentionof S eve Anstutz, Princi pal of Lee
H gh School i nH SD wher e st udent s r epresent nor e t han 40 countri es,
nany of t hemcom ng fromwar zones and econom c chaos. School i s
vita totheir future, andsciencei svital tothel r successi nschool .

SeveAstutz' sdetermnati ontocreatereal | earni ngopportunitiesfor
Lee st udent s coi nci dedw t h Noni e Har contoe’ s desi ret otackl et he

qual i tyof teachi ngi nSt hgradesci ence. Theresult: theestabl i shnent of
the pHLab at Lee, a one-year resi dency programf or secondary sci ence
teachersfromacrossthedistrict t oteachLeestudentswhil el ear ni ngnew
sci ence, newhands-onstrat egi esf or t eachi ngand | ear ni ng, and new
connectionst ot he sci enceHustoni s fanous for.

. - That ' s wher e nanot echnol ogy cones i n: The pHLab i s a part nershi p
Thanks go to Jim Weaver of the betweent he R ce Gent er for Educati on, HSD andthe Genter f or
Cain Foundation for funding the g o] ogj cal and Envi r onnent al Nanot echnol ogy at R ce (CBEN). Made
,‘f,’;’rézfr’,é’ee’ e with Dr. possi bl e by federal grantst o GBENand gener ous f undi ng f r omt he Cai n
' Foundationtothe Genter for Educati on, thi s partnershi pi s breaki ng
downt he barri ers bet weenschool sci enceand Houst on’ scutti ngedge sci enti fi cdi scoveri es.
Dr. Harconbei nstruct st he t eacher s by nodel i ngon a day-t o-day basi s, i nt he cl assroomwi t h
the student s, theways sci enti sts confront questi ons and expl orethe natural worl d. (BENoffers
Lee and ot her H SDst udent s a sunmer acadeny on t he R ce canpus f or | ear ni ng “seri ous
chemstry.” It al soprovi desteachersdirect connecti onstosci enti stswhoareappl yirgstartling
newdi scoveriest o nedi cal and envi ronnental appl i cationsthat havet he power t o change

everydaylife.
The pHLab bri ngs t he wor| d of sci encet o st udent s whose fanil i es have brought theworl dto

Houst on; whet her f r omAf ghani st an or Sudan, Bosni aor Mexi co, t hese st udents ar el earni ng
that therearenoreal barrierstol earni ngwhent hei r teachersarel earni ng, t oo.
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Henentary and Mddl e School Sudents Shine at the
Shool Witing Pro ect S udent
and Teacher Readi ngs

ethan 60 studentsreadt hei r poens and
ori esat t heSchal Wi ti ngPr oject annual

€l enent aryand nmiddl e school st udent andt eacher
read ros April 22, 2001 a Rcelhivesity Fdlow
student s, parents, grandpar ent sandt eacher s packed
thefill edto-capai tyroont ohear t hewi ti ngsof
student s, ki nder gartent hroughei ght hgrade, whose
teacherspartici patei ntheCGnter f or Educati orls

School Wi ti ngRro ect. Thefd | owngi sapoenreadby A group of students from Herod Elementary School wait

to read their stories and poems at the School Writing
Project Elementary and Middle School Student and
Teacher Readings, April 22, 2004 at Rice University.

oneof thestudent witers.

The Gean
bylsabd laden T H Rye sMdd eShod
The Gean, beadti ful, d earng sp erdid Thesunhas set, t hest ornari ses,
Tobehd d, | wstrows hebit & of reefs; Thunder rages f ront he cl ouds,
Y& inthemdigt degthsof it dl, theperil Rai npounds upont he shi p,
Saxs, vatingtoreved itsdf likeath ef. Qrer cone, t henast fi nal | ybows.

G eful ytrainedeyesscanthehorizon, thestorm S predksli tt e the ocean bed,

| ookstostrikeitsprey, asthenerchant’s snoot h Likegarbageinach| dsroom

I'yi ngwordsfl owout of hi s nout h, I't swal | onst hel ast renmant of t heshi p,
Qnl y uponnoney do hi s greedy eyes pl ay. For ever t heocean, ashi gs t oni.

Uponsardy shor es, chi | denpl ay,
Theoceana pl easant pl ayground,
Yet ml esavay, thestormstirs,
The pl easant f acade dr owned.

Lydia Smith Named Teacher of
the Year at Challenge Early
College High School

LydiaSmth, alanguageartsteacher and School
WitingP oj ect | eadt eacher, was naned Teacher of the
Year by Chal | enge BEarl y Gl | ege H gh School i n
Houston 1 SD(H SD. Aseven-year veteranof H SD
and t he School Wi tingProj ect and graduat e of t he

R ceteacher educati onprogram M. Shthteaches
CeativeWitingand Bhglish2. Sheisthe Advi sory
Goordi nat or at t he Chal | enge H gh School . Chosen
by her fel | owt eachersat t he Chal | enge H gh School ,
wi chisinitsfirst yaar, shei stheir fi rst Teaderof the
Year.
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cotirnedfravpege2 DversityWihinUity: Essatid Rindd esfa Teech gadLlearning

Princi pl e4: School s shoul dprovi deal |
studentsw thopportunitiestoparticipatein
extra- andco-curricul ar activitiesthat devel op
know edge, skills, andattitudesthat i ncrease
acaden c achi evenent and f ost er posi tive
intaracial rd & ionships.

IntagrapRelations

Princi pl e5: School s shoul dcreat eor nmake
sal i ent superordi nat e crosscut ti nggroup
neniber shi psi n order toinproveintergroup
re aioms.

Princi pl e6: S udent s shoul dI ear n about
stereot ypi ngand ot her rel atedbi ast hat have
negati veeffectsonraci al andethnicrel ati ons.

Frincipl e7: Sudentsshoul dl ear nabout t he
val uessharedby virtual lyal | cultural groups
(e.g, justice, equl i ty, frealom peace,
conpassi on, and charity).

Frinci pl e8: Teacher s shoul dhel p student s
acqui ret hesoci a skil | sneededt oi nt er act
effectivel yw thstudent sfromnot her raci al ,
ethnic, cultural, and! anguage gr oups.

Princi pl €9: School s shoul dprovi de
opportuni tiesfor studentsfrondifferent
racial, ethnic, cultural, andl anguage gr oups

coti nuedfrompege 6, Hadstart a EA Joes

Ms. Johnsonr ef | ect ed on howt he chi | dren
have grownsi nce August. “Inthefall the
childrentol dreal short, short sentences, a
coupl eof words. ‘I gostore.” dtennot even
conpl et e sent ences. Nowwhat |’ mseei ngar e
conpl et e sent ences, usi ngt he pr oper

granmar. |’ mal sonoticingthat thestories
arelonger, muchl onger thanthey wereinthe
fall. Thechildrenarevery observant now
Wenl first startedwthstories, theywere
tal kingtone, but theywerefidgeting,

| ooki ngaround. Theyweretellingnethe
story, but theyweresort of tal kingtotheair.
Nowwhenthey' retel lingnethestory, i f
they' renot abl etoseewhat |’ mwriting, they
are novi ngt hei r heads ar ound so t hey can see
t he wor ds bei ng produced. Theyreallyare
observingthenoti onof nywiting. They
know!’ mwritingwhat they sai d.

“l havethreereaders, for sure, andfiveor si x
nor ewho are on t he edge of readi ng. They

tointeract social | yunder condi ti ons desi gned
toreducefear andanxi ety.

School Govermance, Organiization, and Equity

Frinci pl e10: Aschool’ sorgani zati onal

strat egi es shoul densuret hat deci si on- naki ng
i sw del ysharedandt hat neners of the
school comrmuni ty | earncol | aborativeskills
anddi spositionsinorder tocreateacaring
envi ronnent for student s.

Principl e11: Leaders shoul ddevel op
strategi est hat ensurethat al | publ i cschoadl s,
regard essof their | ocati ons, arefunded
equitably.

Assessment

Frinci pl e12: Teacher s shoul dusemul tipl e
cul tural | ysensi tivetechni quest oassess
conpl excogni ti veandsoci al skills.

Any facul ty that workst hrought hese
princi pl esw || havecl assroonst hat ar e not
onlytrulymulticultural, but arepoverful l'y
educat i onal .

Thepanel was sponsor edby the Genter for Mil ti cul tural
Educati onat t he Lhi versity of Véshi ngt onandt he Gonmon
DestinyAlianceat thelhiversityof Mryland. Dversity
Wt hi nLhi ty canbe downl oadedf ront he Genter f or

Mi ticul tural Educati onvebsiteat http://

dept s. vashi ngt on. edu/ cent er ne/ cenpub. ht m

havetheletter recogni ti ondownandare
puttingsoundstoget her. S nacanreadher
own stori es and many of the booksinthe
classroom | seel ot sof sharedreadi ng.

“M childrenareal sobegi nningtowitewhat
they aresayi ng. For exanpl e, wereadastory
t oday, BellaLostHerMoa | askedthechildren
todrawpi cturesof thecharactersinthestory
andt hent o cone up w t h sent ences of their
own about what t hey sawi nt he book. They
j ust sounded out t hewords. |t was anesone.
It bl ewne anay! Theyinpressnewth
sonet hi ngevery day. ” [ See phot o, page 6]

This Head S art cl assroonshows us al | t hat
focused, cormitt edt eacher s who have access
tobest practicesandsupport i nt he cl assroom
can have enor nous i nf | uence on t he academ c
successof theyoungchil drenintheir care.

Center Piece = 11
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conti nued frampege 4, Ucoveringthe Sori es Bhindthe Dgpout Rites

Toregai nnonentumi nt he proj ect, theR ce bai | bond noney. Wen he cones t o school ,
studentsand | devel opedi nterviewprotocols  hequestionstherel evanceof what hei s
based on Soradl ey’ s (1979) G and Tour | earni ngi nconpari sonwiththelivesof his
questi ons, aski ngschool | eaversandpotential  family nenbers andthe work he di d ont he
school | eaverst odi scusst hei r acadenicl i ves dreds.

;’m hgitrhﬁ r\gse_zsptshterllé ;ﬂg?&;&?ﬁﬂ ;{/?de:Nn Anot her school | eaver i s arecent Mexi can

; ; Prr i mm grant who has al ready graduat ed f r om
ggggro;th:; ;]g isrr:tal e: V?rggss fl rt Ovrﬁshdéffl cutto hi gh school i n Mexi co. She becanefrustrat ed

i ntervienees. S udent swoul ddi scusst eachers ; ‘

catinedonfd |l owng pege
t hey shar ed and nenor abl e experi ences E
they hadi n school .

ne i ntervi ewanong Lat i no st udent s
turnedi nt oa groupdi scussi onof a
school journeythat wasstall edinninth
gr ade bef or e regai ni ng nonent umi n
sophonor e year. The student s noi sily
describedtheir fruitful el enentary
school years, filledw thacadenic

awar ds and honors. M ddl e school

br ought fewer accol ades but nor e
school soci a activities. N nthgradewas
ayear of soci al excitenent wthnew
friendsfronot her school s, | ess

super vi si ont han niddl e school , an easy
opportunitytoski pclassesw thfriends
and, for sone, ayear of acadenic
failure. Parents, friendsandi nner

resol ve encour aged nany of t hese
studentstoconti nuet hei r schooal i ng.

However, honel i feandschool life
appearedi nsharprel i ef i nsonestori es
as student s struggl ew t h unusual
responsi bi litiesthat sendthemi nto
adult lifeat hone anda suspendedl!ife
of adol escent freedomat school . A
seemngl y carefree Afri can Aneri can
student | aughsof f her fail i ngstatusin
school . Her jovial, boi sterousnature
nar ks her as a cl ass cl ownwho t akes
not hi ng seri ousl y. However, her t one
becones nor e seri ous as she t al ks about
her newresponsi bilities. Thisfailing
student has noved out of her famly
hone i nt o her great - grandnot her’ s
hone t o prepar e neal s, wash cl ot hes,

cl ean house, and hel pher ai | i nggr eat
grandnot her wi t h nor ni ng and eveni ng
dressi ng.

I nanot her group, a school | eaver who
has ret urneddescribeshi slifeonthe
streets. Thi sforner druggi eexpl ai ns
that he was nmaki ng a f ewhundr ed
dol | arsaday standi ngi nlinefor his
dad' s prospectiveclientswaitingtoget

12 « CenterPi ece



-

\f
cotinedframrev as page, UooveringtheSaiesBhindthe oot Ries

w t ht he nunber of hours she woul d havet o
taketograduateinthiscountry. Hwever, she
returnedt oschool wththerealizationthat t he
current requi renent s ar e a necessary obst acl e
on her roadt ocol | egeeducati onanda career.

V¢ have al so ni sj udged st udent s f romt hei r
appear anceor their statusi nthecl ass. The
Lat i na st udent who has desi gned a

Power Poi nt presentationfor her snal | group
spent nuchof theearlydays of t heproj ect
appl yi ng nakeup and r eadi ng beaut y

nagazi nes. An Afri can Anericannal ewhoi s
cl assifi edas a speci a educationstudent wth
nar gi nal readi ng abi | i ty nade a summary
presentati onof aresearcharticl efroma peer-
revi ened j our nal and has or gani zedt he
Pover Poi nt presentati onfor hissnal |l group.

Anot her st udent separ at ed her sel f fromt he
cl ass, firnmyensconcedi nfront of abl ank
conput er screen, head down bet ween f ol ded
arns, oblivioustothedi scussi onof research
articlesandintervi ews. Hwever, her first
writingonthedropout i ssue showedt he
strongest witingvoi cei nthetwoj unior

Engl i shcl asses. Thi sLati nahadl eft t he
nagnet programat Furr after her sister di ed
| ast year. She hadi sol at edher sel f fromher

cl assnat es. Faci ng nandat ed school fail ure
because of poor attendance, she has been
coaxed i nt o a gr oup wher e she has
contributedliteraturereviewsandinterview
nates.

As thi sresearchprogrammovesintoitsfinal
phasew tha snal | groupof student
researchersfromiurr, thei r Engl i shteacher,
Angel aBor zon, two of t he st udent

resear chers, Est her and Habi b, andthi s
resear cher, we havei ntensedai | y neeti ngs at
t heend of t he school day. S udentsare
witingaresponsetothe PEERCommittee
Report for | nprovi ngH gh School

@ aduat i on Rat es t hat was conm ssi oned by
HSD Qur goal i sfor thesestudentstouse
theinformati onthey gai nfrontheir research
andtheir livestoinfluencethepolicynakers
inthedistrict as H SDworkst o devel opa
programt o cur b hi gh school dropout s.

cotinedframpege 5, Judy Rd gan, Advocatefa Qil dren

aheartwarmingstory. It’sal soaninstructive
tal eof thesnal | thingsthat notivatea
student’ s success t o over cone ent r enched

| abel s. By docunenti nghi s st ory Judy

Radi gangi ves us al ensw thwhi chtovi ew

| arge-scal eschool reform andtoseevhat i s
happeni ngt ot hel ri neosi nour educat i onal
system

Dr. Radi gan’ scurrent resear chi nvol ves
observationsat Furr H gh School , ont he east
sideof HSQ aschool that i sdoingitshest to
over cone a hi story of under-fundi ngand | ow
expectations. Furr wasoneof thefirst school s
toexperinent wththesnal | -school s nodel of
reform For tenyears, teachersandprincipal s
have wor ked t o nake t he school a pl ace
wherestudentslikelrineocoul dfindthe
encour agenent t hey needt o be successf ul .
Wthinitswalls, onecanfindnany exanpl es
of t he probl ens and possi bi l i ti esfacedby
studentswi thlimtedresources.

Her study of Furr reforntakesher into
classroons. It isobvioustoanyonewho sees
her t heret hat Judy Radi gan enj oys her
interactionswthstudents. Duringthecurrent
senest er, she has observedand assi steda
teacher andtwoj uni or-1 evel Englishcl assesi n

anon-traditional studyof dropouts. Ashigh
school st udent s t hensel ves, t hey have been
abl et oexamnet hefact orst hat causehi gh
school studentstodropout or tostayin
school . Wiil ethestudentsinsnal | groups
are conductingthei ntervi ews of current and
forner students, Judy Radi ganli stensand
vat chesintently, and her coomentsaretothe
poi nt. Her additional questionshel pthe
studentsseethepatternsinlifechoi cesand
theinpact ontheirlives.

nestudent tel | sof her experi ence havi nga
baby 18 nont hs ago; she kept up wi t h her
studi es, nai ntai nsan A Baveragei n her

cour ses, andpl anst o st udy sci encei ncol | ege.
Anot her seens caught i n a downwar d spi r al
of drinki ngand druguse. Another nust cope
af ter bei ngki ckedout of hi s hone by a st ep-
parent. Asanotherisinterviewed, thestudent
andtherest of us conetounderstandthat her
successi nvari ous grades and cl asses of t en
mrrors hownmuch sherespects, andfeel s
respect edby, her teachers.

Judy Radi gani s al soi nvol vi ngR ce educat i on
studentsi nthedropout project astheyhel p
t he hi ghschool st udent s conposet hei r

cot inuedon page 14
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coti ned frampage 13, Judy Rd gan, Avacatefar Gl dren

i ntervi ewguestions. Astheypartici pate, Judy usesthisexperiencetodenonstrateacari ngand
caref ul approachtoresearch. It isobvi ous hownuchsherespectsthestudents, bothfronthe
hi gh school and f r omt he uni versi ty.

As Judy Radi ganref | ect s onwhat keeps her noti vat ed, shetal ks about becom ng nor e and
nor e avar e of “t he chasmt hat exi st s bet weenpoor and niddl e-classinthiscity.” Shehas seen
mddl e-cl assadmni strators, teachers, andvol unteerstrytoinposet hei r onnval ues and
expect that thisal onew || causestudentsto“seethelight andautonatical I yri seupout of
poverty.” Fromher researchand her experi ences she sees a nor e conpl ex set of probl ens, and
by gi vi ng voi cet ot he st udent s and comrmuni ti es w t hwhi ch she wor ks, hopes t o nake our
educat i onal syst emnoreequi tabl efor al | students.

Researchat the Genter for Educati oni s f ocused oni ssues of acadenicqual i tyand educat i onal
equi ty, frompol i cytoclassroonsandchildren. The capacityof theGnter totakeonthesebi g
i ssues whi | e al ways keepi ngour focus on chi | dreni s nade nuch nor e at t ai nabl e by havi ng
Judy Radi gan as a nenter of our researchteam

cotinedfronpege?, Gitud Qlaboaias: Qltud Grversati osadTeachfar Awerica

cultural lyrel evant pedagogy. They questi onedt he ef f ecti veness of thei r curri cul umas we read
What Keeps Teachers Goingby Soni aN et o. Wt hi nt hi s saf e and supporti vegroupsetti ng, TFA
cor p- nenber s exanm ned t hei r own bi ases and t he i npact t hese nay have ontheir t eachi ng
practice, questionsrai sedi nt heread ngof Subtractive Schoolingby Angel aVal enzuel a.

Wthtwoteachersfacilitati ngt hesenminars, thegroupofferednot onlysol utionsbut avenues,
based on r esear ch and experi ence, t o expl ore. Vié had pr of essi onal , pur posef ul di scussi ons
about race, gender, cul ture, class, ethnicity, teachi ngandl earni ng. F onmour vantagepoi nt i t
has been a wonderful col | aborati on.

As Janes Banks, Lhi versity of Véishi ngt on Prof essor and Mil ti cul tural Educati onexpert,
wites, student diversityinschool isbotha chal | engeandan opportunity. These TFAt eacher s
aresei zi ngt he opport uni tyt ol ear nabout t he conpl ex charact eri sti csof ethni candraci a
groupsw t hi nt hei r school sandt hewaysi nwhi chrace, ethnicity, | anguage, andsoci al cl ass

i nteract toinfl uencest udent behavi or. (i nci pl el, Dversitywthi nlhity, Janes Banks, et al .)

The chal | engef or t heset eachersi s one shar ed by nost peopl eent eri ngt he t eachi ng pr of essi on
today: thei r ownliniteddi versityexperiences. Theyfor thenost part havelivedliveswthin
honogeneous comuni ti es and have had f ewopportunitiestointeract w th peopl e fromot her
racial, ethnic, | anguage, soci a cl assgroupsor national ities. Bvent he cor p- nener s of col or,
who may shar e t he sane r ace and et hni ¢ backgroundw t ht hei r students, have, t hrought heir
own acadeni ¢ ef f ort s and successes, pl acedt hensel ves sone di st ance fromt hei r st udent s and
their famlies.

ne TFAt eacher shared, “1 findnysel f tryingto pronotecol | egeandti e acadenic

per f or nance and current deci sionstol at er success but worry about bei ng condescendi ng and
critical of nystudents’ parents’ educational choi ces.”

Anot her teacher expressed, “| amconcer ned about t he gl anori zati onof gang, thuglifeat ny
school . | seethetall it istakingonnystudents. Andontheschool itself.”

Yet anot her shar ed concer ns about t he | ack of parent support he has seent hi s year as conpar ed
tol ast year at anot her school andgradel evel .

These Teach f or Ameri cacor pnentoer s asked good quest i ons about t hei r practi ce, t hey

wonder ed about t he i npact t he school cul t ure has onteachi ngand | earni ng, andt hey

consi deredtherol eparentspl ayi nthelivesof their students. Theseareal | part of what i t takes
tobeaneffectiveteacher of di versestudents. As onenenier concl uded, " |'vel earnedthat it

i s not enought o knowny subj ect. | haveto knowny students." V¢ agree.
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cotinuedframpege 7, Shod Literacy &QltueRgect Prticd patesineE Languegeand BB R oy ans

kindergartengirl 1’ I cal | Janevant edt oact
out aGnderel lastoryfor her cl ass. Shevery
qui ckl ydi ctat eda f ewbri ef sent ences of

t hi ngs she renenbered. Went he

dranati zati ont ook pl ace, t her ewer eno st ep-
sistersinthestory. Janevasinitial lyquite

di sappoi nted. Thi ngs hadn’ t happened as she
pi cturedthem Partsof thestorywere

m ssi ng. Theteacher reread what she had
dictated, thenhel pedher retrieveadd ti onal
pertinentinfornati onandorder it correctly.
Wienit was dranati zed agai n, it was not
onlysatisfyingtothegirl, but it wasnore
readi | y under st ood by t he audi ence. \at a
| ot of growthtowardher potential asan

aut hor, Jane nadet hat day.

Last year our a | i ancel ear nedabout a
London, Engl and group, Mike Bel i eve Arts,
that supportsol der chil drentaki ngt he
dictationandl eadi ngt hedranat i zat i onof
younger storytell ers. Herodandt he School

Literacyand Qi tureProj ect deci dedt opi | ot
suchaprogram theTell MePrgject. Both

t eacher s of younger and ol der chi | drensee
nmany benefits. HizabethMSay, apre-K
teacher, says“Sorytel lingrei nf orces so nany
skills; thenoreti nesastudent cantel | hisor
her story, thebetter.” Heather Tate, afifth
gradet eacher says, “1 hopethey (her Engli sh
as a second| anguage students) w | | gai n
confidencei nEngl i shand a w der

vocabul ary.” The ol der student s begi nni ng

t he pr ogr ant eel t hey have al r eady gone
throught he age of t he younger st udent s and
thinkit’s“cool”tohel pthelittl eones. At the
endof theyear wew | | cel ebratethegrow h
towardpotential that boththeyoungest and
t he ol dest st udent s have been naki ng.

Newt eachi ng and newt eacher under st andi ng
have opened newdi recti ons f or t he chi | dren
togrowtowardtheir potential .

ootinedfrarpege 6 Cassroo8aytdlingRged Bings' Qistand ng BefitstoHadSat inFort BadI D

f ewwor dut t erances, not sent ences, nostory
struct ure—what younight seetypically. And
thent oseet hi schi | d—andt hi swasn' t t heend of
theyear, thi swas February—t oseethi schil ddo
afull -pagestory, andthendranatizeit. Hck
vwhowas goi ngtoact init. Vetal kedabout
enpower i ngt heset eachers, but what doest hat
doforachild?

M5 MATHES: | thi nk whenwe i n prof essi onal
devel opnent taketinetolistentoour teachers,
itisinportant. But whenateacher takest he
tinetol istent oani rdividud child, not j st for a
secondor fivesecondshut for fivennutes—

i t doesgi vechil drena very powerful nessage
about thei r pl acei nt hecl assroom

MB. VR GHT: Andthey t ake t hat nessage
hore. | have had parentstel | ne, “Youknow
vhat ny chi I ddi d? Theygot usal | aroundin
thelivingroom andtheyweretel lingastory.
Theywerereadi ngthei r story, thenaskedust o
tell astoryaswel | astheother children.” And
that has al ot t odow ththel iteag for adult s
too. Another thi ngw t ht het eachersi nt he

cl assroons, theyaretaki ngt hei r showont he
road. Theyfeel soconfident wthint hensel ves
t hat t hey gi ve wor kshops nowand i nvitel SD
pre- Kt exchers.

M. BELLAWY: Qur early Head S art teachers,
event hought hey have not beenpart of t he
proj ect, havel earnedsonuchfromnt hei r cohorts

inHeadS art. | wasi nanearl yHeadS art cl ass
onFriday. Thekids—andthi swasa 24-nonth
clas—haltteirl agel ett ers onacodki esheet
andthey pl ayeda gane. Theteacher hadt he
firstletter of everychil d's naneandshe
dunpedt hemonthefl oor. Bverychildtook
their ldte: “Thisisny' Afa Atoire.” “This
isny'J fa Jivate” Theykrewt keir ldtead

M. HARR SON And wi t hout any f 1 ashcard
arills—

MB. VR GHT: | wasi na cl assroont he day t hat
t he st udent s cane back f romChri st nas
hol i days. | wasthereat 7: 15t hat norni ng, and
whent he chi | drencanei nt hey knewexact | y
vhat t hey wer e goi ngt o do. They went and got
naterials. Theywent andgot books. They| ust
tok careof everytting Qelittlegirl got he
book, andshej ust startedreadi ng. Thenone boy
canei nandhesai d, “Yes, |’ mback at schoal ,
yeah!” Hewasexcitedtol earn, t obe backi n
HadSart. Andl thought t hi swasj ust
vwonderful , theday af ter Gristnashol i day. He
had been gonef or t woweeks and coul dn’ t wai t
t obebad.

M5. MATHES That iswonderful . You have
creat edcl assroons wher eki ds are not i vat edt o
| earnandar ehappy. They’' vegot exciting,
interestingthi ngst odo, andt hey’ vegot

t eacher swho car eabout t hemand|l i stent ot hei r
faies
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* UpcomingEventse

June 6- June 25, 2004

July 12 - July 16, 2004

September 29, 2004

Summer Creative Writing Program for
Young People

Shod Literacy &GitueRgect ad
WitersintheSiod s

Annunciation Orthodox School

Reading, Writing and Cultural
Connections Summer Institute
Shod Literacy &Qltue g et
Rice University

Hazel Creekmore Memorial Symposium:

Teedh mgfar Mitiadturd Literacy, Gde
Ctizashp adSdd Justi ceby
Dr.JamesBanks Resd| FE Sark

Ui vesity Rdessar inGrricd urerd
Irstrutti an adDredta, Gte far
Mtialtud Elcaion Wiverstyd
Vesh mron, Stle

Grand Hall, Rice University

Grie fo Blcaion
proyasae
Support ed by generaus
ocatributiasfram
doos. If yaua yar
caparyved dliketo
nake adoneti on,

d essecatat
R of essor Rrdl d Sess,
a 7133484086,

To learn more about the Center’s
teacher development programs, its
publications and its research
activities, see our website at
http://www.rice.edu/education

To learn how to participate in one of
the Center’s teacher development
programs, contact the
Center for Education at
(713) 348-5145.
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